Adult Bible Study

By Dr. Stafford North

Lesson 1   

Written by NORTH   


This lesson and the next nine will each tell one part of the message of the Bible--so the Bible story is told in ten parts or steps. 


With each part of the story will be a simple drawing to help you remember it. When you come to the last lesson, you will be asked to draw all ten of the simple pictures to show you remember the message. You will also be asked to provide as brief sentence explaining what each picture means. This will be easy to do once you have studied these lessons. With each part in the story, one or two scriptures will be given, some from the Old Testament, some from the New Testament. You will be asked to read these scriptures and then to answer some questions about them. 

For each of the ten steps in God’s plan, then, you should learn (1) a drawing, (2) a brief sentence statement that explains the drawing, and (3) a verse or two of scripture you would use to explain what each means. 
  

For Part 1 of the Bible story read Genesis 1:1, 27.
  

Fill in the blanks in the sentence below:
God made the heavens and the __________. He also made human beings of two kinds--_________ and ________________. 
  

God placed the man and the woman He had made in a beautiful place called the Garden of Eden. He told them to care for the garden and to eat from the trees in the garden. God had a close friendship with these two whose names were Adam and Eve. Genesis 3:8 says that God walked in the garden and talked with Adam and Eve. They enjoyed being with each other.


The picture below represents how it was when everything began. 
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The "G" stands for God, the happy face for people. God and people were friends with each other when God created humans. And each of us starts life in this same close relationship with God. 
  

God and people start as ________________. Genesis 3:8. 

Practice by drawing the picture that represents this first step of the 10 steps. Also write under it the statement and scripture that go with it. 
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1. In Lesson 1 we learned that God and people begin as close friends. As a review, draw the picture that represents this idea. 
    
  
  
  


  
  

2. Here is part two of the message of the Bible. Read Genesis 2:15-17. Write a brief answer to the following questions: 

3. Could Adam and Eve eat of every tree in the garden? 

4. Of which tree could they not eat? 

5. What would be the result if they ate what they were told not to eat? 

6. From this story we learn something about the nature of humans. 
God made us to have a choice! 

7. Adam and Eve could choose whether they would obey ________ or would not __________ God. This idea may be pictured like this. 
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8.   God made people to have a choice. Genesis 2:15-17. This is step 2. Draw the picture and put the statement and scripture below. 
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1. Draw the two pictures that represent the first two parts of the Bible story we have studied. 
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

2. In the beginning, God made people and put them in the Garden of Eden. He said they could eat of every tree except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Thus, God gave them a choice to obey or not to obey.
  

3. Read Genesis 3:1-6. Now answer the questions below: 

a. Satan came to Eve looking like what? 

b. What did Satan say to Eve about the consequences of eating the fruit that was different than what God had said about it? 

c. What had God said would happen if they disobeyed Him? 

d. What three reasons led Eve to eat the fruit? 

e. Did Adam also eat the fruit? 

4. Now read Genesis 3:22-24 and answer the following: 

a. God gave Adam and Eve a _____________. 

b. They chose to ___________ (obey or disobey). 

c. When one disobeys God, he or she has _______________. 

d. Sin means to do what ______ said not to do, or not to do what _______ said to do. 

5. Step 3 of the Bible story may be represented with the following picture:
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6. The S stands for ________ and the pointer means to _________________. 

7. So Adam and Eve choose to ________. 

8. Are they the only ones who have chosen sin? Read Romans 3:23 and answer below: 

a. How many people have sinned? 

b. Does that include me? 

9. Draw below the picture for Step 3 to show that people have chosen sin. Put the statement and scripture with it. 
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To the right, draw the pictures that go with each of the following ideas.  

1. God and people begin as close friends. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

2. God made people to have a choice. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

3. People have chosen to sin. 
  
  
  
  
  

4. What happened to Adam and Eve after they chose to sin? Read Genesis 3:22-24 and answer the following: 

a. As a result of their sin, God sent Adam and Eve out of the ____________ of _______. 

b. This meant they could no longer eat of the tree of ________. They would also come to a time when they would ________. 
c. In addition, because of their sin, Adam and Eve were also ________________ from God. Find the word for this blank in Isaiah 59:2.
5. Look at this drawing for Step 4 and explain it. 
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7. Has this separation from God happened only to Adam and Eve? Read Romans 3:23. 

a. How many people have sinned? 

b. The result of sin for all who do it is __________. The word "death" here means to die spiritually--always being separated from God. 

c. All who sin are separated from God. Isaiah 59:2; Romans 3:23. This is step 4. 

d. Draw the picture you have just learned about that represents this idea. Put the statement and the scriptures with it. 
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1. So far we have learned the following: 

a. God and people start as _________________. 

b. God made people to have a _______________. 

c. All people have chosen to _________. 

d. Sin _____________________ people from God. 

e. Once we are separated from God by our sins, can we ever be back with God again? That is a question God must answer since we can do nothing to take our own sins away. God must make the next move. Shall he punish our sins by keeping us separated from Him or shall He forgive our sins and bring us back as friends again? God loves us and wants to bring us back. But God also is just (righteous) and must punish our sins. 

f. God’s choice, Step 5 in the Bible story, may be represented like this: 
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2. Answer the following questions? 

a. Do our sins separate us from God? (Isaiah 59:2) 

b. Does God want us to remain away from Him so that we will be lost eternally? (2 Peter 3:9) 

c. Can God forgive our sins and not punish them? Is it lawful for a judge to turn a convicted criminal free with no punishment for what he has done? If God did so, He would not be a just or righteous judge. So can God be just and not punish sinners? 

3. Read Romans 3:23 and Ezekiel 18:4. 

4. So God is just and must punish our sins. But we learn in John 3:16 that God loves us and wants to forgive us, not wanting any to be lost eternally. Here God’s wisdom enters the story. God found a way to do both--both to punish and to forgive. This is the gospel, the good news the Bible brings! Read Romans 3:24-25. 

5. Now look at Romans 3:26--"And God gave Jesus to show today that God does what is right. God did this so that he could judge rightly and also make right any person that has faith in Jesus." So God "judged rightly" --that is He punished sin. But he also "made right"--that is He forgave sinners through the righteousness act of Jesus Christ who died for them. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. 


  

6. Based on what you just learned, answer these questions. 

a. Does God’s justice demand that all sins be punished? 

b. Does God's love and mercy want to forgive all sins? 

c. Does God want people to stay separated from Him? 

d. Why does God want people to be able to come back to Him? 

e. So does God punish sins, forgive sins, or do both? 

f. How does he do both? 

7. Fill in rest of the words by the P and F that tell us that God found a way to do both: 


God will both ___________ and ____________. 

Lesson 6

Written by NORTH  

[image: image10.png]


 

1. As a review, answer these questions. 

a. Who caused my separation from God? 

b. Can I find my own way back to God? 

c. Does God want me to stay separated from Him? 

d. What makes it possible for God to take my sins away? 

2. Read John 3:16 and answer the following: 

a. How does God feel about me? 

b. What gift did He give me to show His love? 

c. What does this gift keep me from? 

d. What does this gift make possible for me? 

e. What do I have to do to receive this gift? 

3. I am separated from God by my sins. 

4. 
God loves me and wants me to be with Him again. 
He had to punish my sins but found a way to do that by substitution: 

5. Jesus, who never sinned, was treated as a sinner.  He was punished for sins He did not do. 

6. Read 1 Peter 1:21-24 and 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
This is how God can substitute the undeserved punishment of Jesus for the punishment I deserve. 

7. Read Romans 5:6-9. Read your name in when it says "us" and "we." 
So my sins are punished through Jesus. And, the righteousness of Jesus can be offered to me.  When Jesus bled, died, and was separated from God on the cross, Jesus took the punishment for me.  When Jesus died on the cross it was then possible for God to both punish and forgive. 

8. The drawing below shows a cross and drops of blood to remind us: Christ died for us. John 3:16.   Draw yours beside it and put the statement and scripture. 
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1. Look at the drawings of the first six parts of the story of the Bible. Write beside each the statement that goes with it and a scripture. Use them to tell aloud to yourself or someone else the story we have studied so far. 
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2. Read John 3:16 and Romans 3:26 

a. Does God give forgiveness to everyone? 

b. Who are those who benefit from Jesus’ death? 

c. What does the word "faith" mean in these verses? 

3. Since God gave humans choice, He does not take away this choice by forcing us to accept forgiveness through Jesus. God still gives us a choice. Some choose not to accept Jesus. These remain separated from God. Other believe the evidence from the Bible that Jesus lived, died, and was raised from the dead. These want Jesus to save them from their sins.

  

4. Below is the drawing for Step 7. We must choose the cross. John 3:16. Draw yours beside it and put the statement and the scripture. 
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1. Step 8 in the message of the Bible looks like this: 
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2. Read the following scriptures and answer the questions.  John 3:16. 
a. What does this scripture ask us to do? ________________________.   

b. What will we receive if we do this? ___________________________. 

c. James 2:24 tells me that I can not be saved by _____________ alone.     I must show my faith by what I ____________.  This means I will obey the word of God. 

d. In Acts 2:38 what does Peter ask believers to do to show their belief in Jesus? _________________ and  ___________________. 

e. Why are they to repent and be baptized? For _____________ of ________. 

f. Romans 10:10 and Matthew 10:32 tell me that confessing __________ is also necessary. 

g. Acts 22:16. After believing, repenting, and confessing Jesus, what is Paul told to do? _____________________. 

h. What will he receive as a result? His sins will be ___________________. 

i. Using the information above, fill in the three words below. 

i. F_____________+ R________________ + B_________________ 

3. Jesus died for sins He did not do. God will apply His undeserved punishment to my sins so they can be forgiven. But God respects our right to choose.   So He says we must choose to accept Jesus. 

To show we have made this choice, God asks four things of us: 

1. I must _____________ in Jesus as the Son of God and confess my faith before others. 

2. I must _____________of my sins by turning my mind from wanting to sin to wanting to obey God. 

3. I must be ___________, that is, be immersed in water for the forgiveness of my sins. 

4. I cannot earn any of my way out of my separation from Him. But, I cannot receive His grace until I meet the conditions for grace God has decreed: confession of faith, repentance, and baptism. 
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1. To review, think through the following:
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2. Step 9 shows what God does for us after we meet His conditions. Write down what this means. 
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3. Read three verses that teach this idea and write in the blank by each verse the words that mean our sins are taken away? 


Mark 16:16-- 
  
  
  
  
  

Acts 2:38-- 
  

Acts 22:16-- 
  
  
  

4. Those who do this are now sinless, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Read Romans 5:10 to find this answer. 

Because of the death of the Jesus, the Son of God, I can be with God! 
Read Romans 5:11 and write down how I will feel when this happens. ! 
  

5. This reconciliation or friendship with God has a special bonus. God says that since I am now free from sin He can come and live in me. This is what the promise of "the gift of the Holy Spirit " means in Acts 2:38,39. 


Acts 5:32 says that the God has given the Spirit to all who Him. 

1 Corinthians 6:19 lets me know that my is a temple of the Holy Spirit given to me by God. So God has promised His spirit to me and since I believe God, I know the Spirit lives in me. Knowing He is there makes me feel close to God. I sense His presence with me all the time. 
  

6. Draw below the picture for Step 9 and put its statement and scripture.
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1. Now we are ready for the last lesson. When we have added one more picture, you should be able to explain the story of the Bible to someone. Do that as soon as you can.
  

2. Read Galatians 3:27 aloud to yourself and answer these questions. 

a. When these Christians were baptized, where were they placed? 

b. When these Christians had been baptized, what clothing had they put on? 

c. Is one "in Christ" before being baptized? 

d. Is one "wearing Christ" before being baptized into Him? 

3. What does the following drawing mean? (Part 10) 
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4. Now answer these questions: 

a. Are all baptized believers "in Christ?" 

b. Are any said to be "in Christ" who are not baptized believers? 

5. Read Acts 2:47. 

a. Who adds one to the body of believers? 

b. When is one added to this group? 

6. Read Romans 6:23. 

a. The wage or payment one receives for sins is ________. 

b. Those "in Christ," however, receive ________________ ________ as a gift from God. 

7. All believers who are baptized are put "in Christ." This means that all who are saved by Jesus’ sacrifice are in one body, one church, the family of God. Read Ephesians 1:20,21 and 4:4, 5.
They are to enjoy each other’s fellowship. Being "in Christ" they have the hope of eternal life. They are to live new lives--not like the life of sin they lived before. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says that those "in Christ" are "new creatures." Those "in Christ" should, then, live like Christ lived. 
  

8. Read Romans 6:2-4 and answer the following questions: 

a. What do we die to and bury? 

b. Whom do we become a part of when we are baptized? 

c. When are we buried with Christ? 

d. What does this suggest about the manner of baptism? 

e. When do we share his death and choose to benefit from his sacrifice on the cross? 

f. To what are we raised after baptism? 

9. Draw below all ten steps in the Bible story. Put with each a brief sentence and a scripture. If you need help in remembering some details, you can look at the next page which shows all the drawings. But do as much as you can without looking. As soon as you can, draw these and explain them to someone else. That will help you and them too. 
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10. This is how I can use these lessons to look at my own relationship with God. 

The most important question of our study is this: Where are you in this story? 
Write a "yes" or "no" to answer these questions and write a note at the bottom indicating what you would have decided to do to get right with God. 

a. Have you sinned? 

b. Have you been separated from God by sin? 

c. Have you chosen to be saved by Jesus? 

d. Have you believed in Him? 

e. Have you repented (turned your mind from wanting to sin to wanting to obey God)? 

f. Are you willing to confess Jesus as the Son of God and your Lord before others? 

g. Have you been baptized in water for the forgiveness of your sins? 

h. As a believing, repenting person are you ready to confess Jesus to others and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, so that God can send the Holy Spirit to live in you? 

If you are ready to visit with someone to discuss these lessons or if you are now ready to be baptized into Christ, you should contact those who have been helping you with this correspondence course. It is very important for you to make this contact as soon as possible. 

